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BL goes .eu! 
Brussels Labour has got a new website - go 
to brusselslabour.eu. 

The changes are explained in more detail on 
page 6 - but please be sure to update your 
bookmarks. 

As a result, there are new email addresses - 
so please update your address books: 

Chair: chair@brusselslabour.eu 
Treasurer: treasurer@brusselslabour.eu 
Secretary: secretary@brusselslabour.eu 
Membership: membership@brusselslabour.eu 
Germinal: germinal@brusselslabour.eu 

 

Editorial 

Welcome to the latest issue of Germinal, 
.ǊǳǎǎŜƭǎ [ŀōƻǳǊΩǎ ƴŜǿǎƭŜǘǘŜǊΦ 

LǘΩǎ ōŜŜƴ ŀƴ ŜȄŎƛǘƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ŀŎǘƛǾŜ ŦŜǿ ƳƻƴǘƘǎ 
as Brussels Labour and its members 
supported the General Election campaign in 
ǘƘŜ ¦YΦ Lƴ ǘƘŜ ŜƴŘΣ ǿŜ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ǉǳƛǘŜ ƘŀǾŜ 
enough to turn the polls around, but we can 
be proud of our efforts as a branch and a 
Party. BL members supported a number of 
/[tǎΣ ƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ DƭŜƴŘŀ WŀŎƪǎƻƴΩǎ ōŀǘǘƭŜ ƛƴ 
Hampstead and Kilburn, where she won by 
just a handful of votes - we like to think our 
work made all the difference! 

There is more detail about our contribution 
to the General Election campaign on page 2, 
as well as the usual features, including a 
look back at some recent branch meetings 
and events, a view from our sister parties, 
the latest from Labour International, and an 
introduction to the new BL website, at 
brusselslabour.eu. 

Interesting times lie ahead - not least the 
election of a new Party leader. We are lucky 
enough to welcome David Miliband to 
Brussels Labour on 8 June - and hope to 
meet the other candidates too. 

Happy reading - and please give us your 
feedback at germinal@brusselslabour.eu. 

5ŀǾƛŘ hΩ[ŜŀǊȅ    
Editor, Germinal 

A fter thirteen years in office, winning 
the General Election was never 
going to be easy. Indeed, with the 

economy in dire straits, and the 
Conservatives having a fair wind in terms of 
ŦǳƴŘƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ƳŜŘƛŀ ΩǎŎǊǳǘƛƴȅΩ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƳƻƴǘƘǎΣ 
weeks and days leading up to polling day, 
Labour achieved a better-than-hoped-for 
result on 6 May.  

Opposition will be difficult - especially when 
facing a Conservative-LibDem coalition and a 
new political situation.  

However, we still have reason for optimism: 
we lost power at the national level, but we 
won it back in many local councils - most 

notably in London. And while many good 
Labour MPs lost their seats, including a 
number with special links to our Branch 
(such as Michael Foster and Gwyn Prosser), 
others, such as Emma Reynolds, former 
Brussels Labour Treasurer, are elected for 
the first time.  

We also have a leadership contest that 
brings together people representing diverse 
views in the party - and people with long 
experience and deep knowledge of 
government and parliament. 

The new leader will have the important 
responsibility of standing up to the 
Government as the only major opposition 
party. This will be especially important on 
issues of health, education and social 
security, where Tory and LibDem cuts could 
be deepest - and cause the most pain for the 
poorest in society. We can be proud of our 
record in improving infrastructure and 
public services since 1997 - now we need to 
defend that progress. 

Brussels Labour will also have an important 
role to play, as the new Government brings 
together parties with very different views on 
the European Union. While the initial signs 
point towards a moderate line, we, along 
with Labour MEPs, need to make sure that 
the Party exposes the Conservatives (and 
Liberal Democrats) when they do or say one 
thing in London and another in Brussels or 
Strasbourg.  

It will be an interesting few months as we 
take stock of what things went right, and 
what went wrong, in our time in 
government and in our campaigning.  

We can re-build to form an effective 
opposition in London, build on our support 
at a local level, and present a credible 
alternative at the next election - whenever 
that may be! 

Belinda Pyke 
Chair, Brussels Labour  

Leadership contenders 

Diane Abbott 
MP 

Ed Balls 
Shadow Education 

Andy Burnham 
Shadow Health Secretary 

John McDonnell 
MP 

David Miliband 
Shadow Foreign Secretary 

Ed Miliband 
Shadow Energy Secretary 

8 
MP nominations 

33 
nominated 

23 
MP nominations 

10 
MP nominations 

63 
nominated 

49 
nominated 

Figures correct at 7 June.  
For more information, go to labour.org.uk/leadership 



 2 

Visit our new website at brusselslabour.eu  

 

Cathy Ashton UK General Election 2010 

Brussels Labour on the 
campaign trail 

B russels Labour put a huge amount of 
effort into the UK General Election, 
organising two campaign trips back 

to the UK, phone canvassing and contribut-
ing funds to candidates with a connection to 
the branch. 

In April, members went to London, to cam-
paign for Glenda Jackson in Hampstead and 
Kilburn. We spent an afternoon knocking on 
doors and carrying out voter ID on behalf of 
the sitting Labour MP, Glenda Jackson.  

The hard work was worth it, as Glenda was 
returned with 32.8% of the vote, beating the 
Conservative candidate by just 42 votes! 

The Sunday morning was spent campaigning 
for Alison Moore in Finchley and Golders 
Green. Unfortunately, Tory Mike Freer was 
elected. 

Our efforts in London also helped Labour 
win back hundreds of council seats in the 
ŎŀǇƛǘŀƭΩǎ ōƻǊƻǳƎƘ ŜƭŜŎǘƛƻƴǎΦ 

We also campaigned, alongside the Co-
operative Party, for Michael Foster in his re-
election fight in Hastings and Rye. Unfortu-

nately, Michael fell to the large swing to the 
Conservatives that swept the South East.  

WŀƳŜǎ wƻȅǎǘƻƴΣ ǿƘƻ ƘŜƭǇŜŘ ǘƻ Ǌǳƴ aƛŎƘŀŜƭΩǎ 
campaign, also lost his election in 
neighbouring Bexhill & Battle, a Tory strong-
hold. 

As well as campaigning on the ground, Brus-
sels Labour also made financial contribu-
tions to the Labour Party and to three 
CLPsτHastings & Rye, Wolverhampton 
North East (where former Brussels Labour 
treasurer Emma Reynolds won the seat) and 
Wakefield, where Mary Creagh, the Chair of 
the Labour Movement for Europe, won the 
seat despite a 7% swing to the Conserva-
tives. 

Right up to the last moment, Brussels La-
bour members were supporting the cam-
paign by telephone from Brussels, helping to 
get out the vote. 

!ƴŘ ƻǳǊ ŜŦŦƻǊǘǎ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ Ǝƻ ǳƴƴƻǘƛŎŜŘ ƻƴ ǘƘƛǎ 
side of the Channel eitherτFlemish broad-
caster VRT ran an interview with Belinda 
Pyke on its flandersnews.be website (see 
http://bit.ly/bfFolQ). 

 

Sister parties reception 

O n Wednesday 24 February, Brussels 
Labour  organised a very successful 
joint reception with sister parties in 

Brussels.   

165 people attended, and 18 sister par-
ties were represented (of whom 11 spon-
ǎƻǊŜŘ ǘƘŜ ŜǾŜƴǘύΦ ! ǎǳƳ ƻŦ ϵнлл was raised 
for the Haiti Solidar Fund.   

Philip Cordery, Secretary-General of the PES 
and Anna Colombo, Secretary-General of the 
S&D Group in the European Parliament, 
both spoke to a packed audience of Social-
ists and Progressives who live and/or work 
in Brussels.  

The objective of the evening was simple: get 
to know other like-minded people. The re-
ception was a great success. Other initiatives 
are being planned to build the contact be-
tween sister parties and their members in 
Brussels, and plans are underway to organ-
ise this as an annual event. 


